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PREFATORY REMARKS. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE, EARL OE CLARENDON, LG., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

May it please your Excellency, 

In obedience to your Excellency’s commands, I have the honor to lay 
before you the Returns of Agricultural Produce in Ireland for the year 1849. 

Owing to the disturbed state of the country, the counties of Tipperary and 
Waterford and the city of Dublin were not included in the year 1848. The 
returns for 1849 are complete for the entire kingdom. It has, therefore, been 
necessary to deduct the numbers belonging to those districts from the general 
totals of 1849, to obtain results comparable with the returns for 1848. 

These returns have been compiled on the same principle as the returns for the 
preceding year ; the only addition is a general county table, at page xiii, giving the 
number of farms and extent of cultivation on the several classes of farms, in 
each county. The object of this table is, that referring to districts not likely 
to change, it will be available hereafter for comparison ; whereas the boundaries 
of the Poor Law Unions and Electoral Divisions in the country have recently 
undergone such extensive changes, that any exact comparison between the past 
and future state of those districts will be impracticable. In the tables, however, 
now laid before your Excellency, the boundaries of the old unions and electoral 
divisions have been observed, the new divisions not having been complete when 
the present compilation began, nor are they indeed yet fully carried out. 


PART I.— CROPS. 

The classification according to the size of farms, which was introduced in the Farms, 
returns for 1848, has been continued in the present returns, and they at once 
bring under notice the alterations which have taken place in the divisions of 
land. The total decrease in the number of farms, between 1847 and 1848, was 
71,137. The decrease between 1843 sand 1849 was 40,041. This smaller re- 
duction would appear to indicate a pause in the process of consolidation of farms 
in progress in this country ; but when the classes in which the reduction in 
1849 has taken place are compared, the subject assumes, perhaps, an increased 
importance. In the cottier class the numbers were the same in 1849, in many 
counties, as they were in 1848, and in other counties the reduction was incon- 
siderable, the total reduction being only 2,846, against IS, 185 in the former year. 

In the next two classes, i, e., holders of farms from 1 to 5 acres, and from 5 to 
15, the reduction had diminished in the first class from 24,147 in 1S48, to 13,585 
in 1849, and in tire second, from 28,379 hi 1848, to 24,081 in 1849 ; but in 
the 4th class, i. c ., holders of from 16 to 30 acres, the decrement rose from 
4,274 in 1848, to 6,984 in 1S49. In the last class of farms, i. c., above 30 acres, 
the increase in the total number was 1,455 in 1849, in 1848 it was 3,670. 

A 2 
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Tabic showing the number of Farms of each class, in the years 1848 and 1849, for each County in Ireland, 
with the exception of Dublin, Tipperary, and Waterford. 



The total extent of land under crop continues to increase, notwithstanding 
the reduction in the number of farms. The total increase in leguminous crops 
was 56,535 acres, being an increase of nearly 2 per cent on the preceding year 
In green crops the increase was 16,687 acres, being nearly in the same pro- 
portion. 

The counties in which the extent of com crops materially increased were 
Tyrone, Mayo, Wexford, Roscommon, Cork, Cavan, Longford, and Sligo. In 
Londonderry, Monaghan, and some others, there was little or no change, 
in some counties the equality of extent is remarkable : thus Galway, in 1848* 
had 115,088 acres, and, in 1849, 115,700; Fermanagh, in 1848, had 55,852^ 
and in 1849, 55,097; Kerry, in 1848, had 49,597, and in 1849,49,574; in 
Meath there were 125,064 in 1848, and, in 1849, 125,814. This 'may* be 
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taken as a confirmation of the correctness of the returns, since in all these 
districts the number of farms, and extent of crops on each, have changed 
considerably, while the aggregate remains the same. 

The returns for 1849 show that the extent of the potato crop had increased 
in the counties of Antrim, Donegal, Fermanagh, Londonderry, Tyrone, Sligo, 
and Wexford, and that it had decreased in every other county except Mayo and 
Roscommon, where it was nearly the same as in 1848. The total decrease was 
86,841 acres. On the other hand, the turnip crop had increased 69,024 acres, 
and this increase was spread over every county in Ireland : Mangel Wurzel had 
also increased 4,175 acres. 

The following numbers exhibit the comparative extent of preparation crop of 
one year, to the extent of white crop in the succeeding year, for 1847 and 1848, 
exclusive of the counties of Dublin, Tipperary, and Waterford 

Green Crops in 1847, . 648,405 White Crops in 1848, . 2,810,045 

Green Crops in 1848, . 1,030,605 White Crops in 1849, . 2,872,580 

Green Crops in 1849, . 1,047,292 

The rates of produce, in 1849, varied greatly in different districts. In 
some districts they were reported so low, that additional inquiries were insti- 
tuted ; but these only tended to confirm the truth of the original returns. 
Thus, from Dunshaughlin, in the county of Meath, where the produce 
of potatoes was set down at 12 barrels to the acre, the writer states that “the 
“ rate > which is low, may invite challenge ; but I am satisfied, from the source 
“ from which the information was derived, that it cannot be controverted. 
“ Perhaps few places suffered so much from the blight, in proportion to the 
“ extent of the crop, as this locality.” Again, from Baltinglass, in the county of 
Wicklow, where the produce of potatoes was set down at 12£ barrels per acre, 
the answer was, “ I beg to state that, from inquiry made through the respectable 
“ farmers, and from my own knowledge of the produce of the potato crop, I am 
“ led to believe there were not more than 12J barrels per acre in this district. 
“ The only reason I can assign is, that the disease set in, in this neighbourhood, 
“ early in the month of July, and blasted all the stalks, which stopped the growth 
“ so, that no part of the crop came to perfection.” The produce returns from the 
Naas district, in the county of Kildare, gave only 3 barrels of wheat, and 15 
barrels of potatoes to the acre, respectively. The writer states, in explanation, 
“ that the return of rates of produce was made out, among other sources, 
“ u P on information received from respectable farmers and inhabitants of this 
“ district. I have again consulted them on the subject, and they state the 
" return as correct.” The returns from Balbriggan, in the county of Dublin, 
having also given only 3 barrels of wheat as the average produce per acre, the 
following is an extract from the report received in explanation : “ I find that the 
“ above average is as near the amount of produce as can be calculated. I have 
“ my information, from the best informed farmers in this neighbourhood." The 
return from Mallow, in the county of Cork, was likewise 3 barrels of wheat, and 
6 barrels of oats, to the acre. The explanation from this district was as 
follows : “ With respect to the wheat crop, it has been admitted that it was 
“ unquestionably the worst crop the farmers have had for years in this locality; 
“ and when I set it down at 60 stones to the acre, I am confident that this 
° was about the mark. The oat crop thrashed out a little better than was antici- 
pated, and I may have been about a barrel under; I would, therefore, correct 
** the return to 7 barrels." These very low rates of produce were not general; 


Rates of 
Produce. 
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and the average on the entire kingdom, for 1849, was only in one instance 
below that of 1848 ; in every other case the rates of produce were either equal 
to or above that of the previous year. 

The following table shows the average produce per acre in 1847, 1848, and 
1849:— 


Wheat, Oats, Bam.e?, Bf.ee, 

Barrels of Barrels of Barrels of Barrels of 

2ft stones. 14 stones. 10 stones. 10 stones. 

1847, - 6* - 8* - 8* - 8* 

1848, - 4* - 7* - 8* - 7* 

1S49, - 5* - 7* - 8* • 8* 


Bye, Beans. Potatoes. 
Barrels of Bushels of Barrels of 

20 stones. 8 gallons. 20 stones. 

8* - 28* - 57* 

7* - 39* - 31 

8* - 20* - 44* 


Turnips. 
Tons of 100 
Btones. 

- 15 * 

• 14 * 

- io* 


The success of any crop must necessarily depend, in a great degree, on the 
natural fitness of the soil, and on the character of the climate; and, in a 
country like this, the wheat crop must, from the latter cause, be always a 
hazardous one. Nevertheless, the mode of cultivation also enters largely into 
the question. In the observations on the returns for 1848, attention was drawn 
to the great breadth of white crops of that year, compared with the preparation 
crops of the previous year; hut an extension of the latter in 1848, led to the 
hope that higher rates of produce might be attained in 1S49. The apparent 
improvement is, however, but small ; yet, when the extreme depression which 
existed in some districts is considered, it is a matter for congratulation that, on 
the whole, the previous averages have been not only maintained, but slightly 
exceeded. 

In converting tire number of barrels of produce into quarters, the weight of a 
quarter of wheat has been taken at 470 lbs. ; oats, at 313 lbs. ; barley, at 404 lbs. ; 
here, at 346 lbs. ; and rye at 454 lbs. 

The extent of flax cultivation, hi 1849, exceeded that in 184S by 0,451 acres, 
on the aggregate of the whole country ; although, in the provinces of Leinster, 
Connaught, and Munster, the returns show a considerable diminution, this 
diminution having been more than compensated by the increase in Ulster alone, 
which amounted to 8,102 acres. The comity of Donegal produced in 1849, the 
greatest quantity of flax ; but in the county of Londonderry its extent bore a larger 
proportion to that devoted to other crops, than in any other comity in Ireland, 
the proportion being 1 acre of flax to every 14 acres of arable land. In Donegal 
it was 1 to 18; in Monaghan it was 1 to 21 ; in Tyrone it was 1 to 27; in 
Armagh it was 1 to 33 ; in Antrim it was 1 to 56 ; in Down it was 1 to 64 ; in 
Cavan it was 1 to 78 ; and in Fermanagh it was 1 to 104. The following 
table shows the extent of flax cultivated in each province during the years 
1847, 1848, and 1849 :— 


1847, 

1848, 

1849, 


Leinster. Connaught. 


Total. 


53,701 . 1,156 

49,540 . 1.249 

57,051 , 937 


1,644 . 1,811 

1,239 . 1,820 

741 . 985 


58,312 

63,863 

60,314 


PART IL— STOCK. 

Number of The quantities of stock have undergone considerable changes, between 1848 

Stoek> and 1849. The total number of cattle have increased 56,397, and pigs 136,202 ; 

whereas horses have decreased 13,363, and sheep 182,551. That a decrease in, 
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the number of horses should follow a reduction in the number of farms it is 
but reasonable to expect; but it is more difficult to assign a cause for the 
immense reduction in the number of sheep. 

The classes of fanners among which the changes most extensively prevail is a Distribution of 
matter of much interest. The cottier class have increased their stock in value 
by 4837,459, tlie increase being shown to have taken place in every description, 
except sheep. On tlie class of farms from 1 to 5 acres, all kinds of stock 
have diminished, except pigs and goats ; the total loss to this class being equal 
to .£27,220. Alterations in a similar way have taken place in the class from 5 to 
15 acres; the total reduction amounting to .£158,075. The stock of the next 
class of farmers has undergone considerable changes ; horses and sheep are con- 
siderably reduced in numbers, whereas cattle and pigs have increased. On 
the whole, the value of tlie stock belonging to this class of farmers has decreased 
£221,739. In the next and last class, an increase in every description of stock is 
observable, except in sheep and poultry ; the value of the increase bein'* - esti- 
mated at £397,837. In computing the value of the stock, tlie prices used in 
tlie Irish census of 1841 have been adopted. 

Tabic slioiving tlie extent of the changes which have talccn place in each description of Stock; also 
the changes which have taken place in the Stock of each class of Landholders. 


Cusses up Holdings- 

'"'"x.t'li'riiilial 1 "’ 

Assea at £1 per lica.l 

Cattle, at 46 10r. par licnil 

SlwisatH Sr.pcrhead 

rip nt £1 It. 

G-iatB, ul 7f- ci 
1 -er lie.ul. 

Poultry, at (!4. per bead! 

Number. 

V,U„m 

Number. 


Number. | YiUue. 

Number. 

V„,ua. 

Nuu.be,- 

Value. 

Number. 

Vnlix’. 

Number. 

Value. 

On Holdings 

'1848, 

1819, 

Increase, . 

11. HOI 


ml 

4,871 

20,831 

135.-10'. 

100,401 

8,815 

7,030 

£ 

0,0011 

21,000 

28,210 

2W125 

:«! 

i,m 

108,011 

174,332 

4.215 

4,308 


WO 

i m 

in 

111 

3,8,«. 

25,08! 

1,270 

1,107 

7,150 

8,949 

551. 

5,,-M 

0,982 

5,718 

143 

Abovo 1 iiml lint 
exceeding 5 acres, 

Inr.reaso, . 
. line reuse, 


112,000 

103,170 

16,3011 
1 1,13 

15,301 

1-1,151 

00,017 

02,08! 

I' 1 ", in, 

400,-128 

20,750 

10,878 

18/HR 

21,507 

:m’,44 ; 

10 ) 05-1 

108,703 

382,118 

10,210 

9,503 

10,781 

1,21 

1,240 

3,058 

10,878 

3,878 

4,20! 

7,501 

9,184 

330 

123 

20,630 

08(1 

30,11#- 

31,333 

Above 0 mid not 
exceeding la acres. 

1848, 

Increase, . 
.Decrease, 

»;s 

700,32.' 

Slo)30; 

■M'T 

-100,701 

303,007 

2,043,04' 

1-10,727 

1011,032 

151,800 

117,020 

87,101 

115,014 

109,320 

144,51' 

42,441 

43,571 

15,910 

10,380 

1,444,307 

1,373,319 

7,0112 

03,000 

2,037 

2,o;r 

13,004 

89,01', 

33,795 

37,175 

28,158 

30,19- 

1,130 

423 

70,988 

1,775 

Above id, and not 
exceeding 30 acres 

fl8IH, 

1H-19, 

Increase, . 
.Decrease, 

121,307 
1 0,181 

001,931 

053,418 

21,108 

21,71k. 

21,108 

21,70'. 

50u)s;l! 

2222 


MlWSjjj 

123,020 

157,327 

151,901 

190,059 

oo.ioo 

37,185 

13,37- 

13,941 

1,402,237 

1,440,022 

30.500 

30,010 

5,181 

41,188 

504 

50- 

4,202 

27,703 

45,812 

60,127 

33,40-2 

41,753 

1,775 

007 

21,030 

oii 

Above 30 acres, 

rims, 

ltno, 

Increase, . 
.Decrease, 

200, 79- 
201,351 

•Tirom 

WjWV 

20,001 

20,3V 

1,-135,20 

1,500,318 

!l,!!3!l / 3!) 

no 

1,401,008 

1,303,311 

1,511,175 

1,433,04'. 

200,575 

355,10- 

300,40! 
141, -13 

03)078 

21,83! 

23,092 

2,105,481 

2,380,870 

00,137 

69,521 

087 

4,001 

1,089 

1^8! 

05,027 

422,070 

97,757 

107,533 

00,892 

74,805 

5,701 

2,169 

24,005 

138,24- 

CIO 

3,458 

-{KSR- 

13,303 

100,00. 

083 

983 

00,397 

300,078 

182,551 

200,811 

180,20-1 

170,25: 

0,510 

3,578 


RECAPITULATION. 



On UoblluBi under 


luff 16 acres. 

Ab0V0 taBM , ^r“ ca ' 


™. 

Total value of Stock in 1848, . 

£ 

270,094 

023,033 

3,704,848 

5,074,009 

£ 

£ 





5,902,270 

13,831,271 

23,340,774 


Increase, 37,409 

Decrease, 27,221 

Deci-cnso, 158,075 

Decrease, 21,780 

Increase, 397,837 

Increase, 228,256 


For the reasons previously stated, the numbers in the above table are 
exclusive of the Stock in the counties of Dublin, Tipperary, and Waterford. 
The totals for the entire kingdom of each kind of Stock, as they were in 1849, 
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are shown below, and are contrasted with the totals for the kingdom as they 
were in 1847 : — 


No. of 
Horses and 
Moles. 


No. of 


1847, . 557,9i7 136,355 
1849, . 548,288 117,939 


No. of No. of 

Cattle. Sheep. 

2,591,415 2,186,177 
2,771,139 1,777,111 


No. of No. of 

Pigs Goats. 

622,459 164,043 
795,463 182,988 


No. of Total Valot. 
Poultry. £ 

5,691,055 24,820,547 
6,328,001 25,692,617 


I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency’s very faithful servant, 


THOS. A. LARCOM. 


Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
16 th August, 1850. 
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On* Holdings above 30 Acres. 


1 i 

! 


Cou: 

», Ilea 


DPR 

AS. 




Other 

Crops. 



i 

a 

! i 

|o 

tj 

COUNTIES. 

j 



1 I 

l - 

1 

| 

a 

I 

f 

H 

11 

H J 

If 

I 

III 

HI 

a 

Acres. 


Aero,. 

Acre. 

W 

Acre.. 

Acre. 

Aero. 

Acre. 

Acre 

Acres. 

Acre. 

Acres 

Acres' 

Acres 

Acre.. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acre,. 

Acre.. 


37,470 

0,188 

7,143 

50,084 

1,222 

101 

150 

2,707 

02,078 

17,742 

7,909 

270 

212 

198j 

473 

048 

27,512 

2,025 

27,434 

119,044 

Antrim. 

51,239 

1,470 

4,810 

15,101 

930 

426 

59 

431 

21,819 

3,910 

2,839 

273 

244 

120; 

272 

190 

7,803 

1,371 

8,090 

39,133 

Armagh, 

14,080 

2,140 

9,204 

18,130 

3,200 

492 

30 

182 

31,308 

0,787 

3,000 

185 

120 

280! 

58 

33 

11,078 

14 

19,130 

01,095 

Carlow. 

30,891 

3,232 

2,330 

27,610 

138 

1,019 

005 

08 

32,276 

3,180 

2,244 

22-2 

80 

387 

180 

130 

0,384 

507 

13,214 

02,441 

Cavan. 

12,073 

0,303 

7,254 

19,207 : 

11,407 

82 

478 

2,083 

41,131 

0,775 

0,314 

472 

183 

480) 

39 

100 

13,375 

82 

30,280 

84,874 

Clare. 

74,201 i 

8,438 

01,818 

99,020 : 

14,042 

077 

415 

854 

197,532 ■ 

54,584 ! 

11356 

,832 

,406 

834 '2, 9111 

354 

03,337 

370 

80,048 

371,287 

Cork. 

51,788 

8,020 

4,429 

51,721 

3,788 

117 

85 

1,715 

01.895 

14,103 

0,104 

183 

122 

3.7 

515 

324 

25,718 

8,209 

19,817 

110,059 

Donegal. 

12,317 

4,842 

17,328 

02,887 

0,009 

270 

298 

3,200 

80,702 

13,002 

9,403 

477 

591 

247 

1,318 

390 

20.0S7 

1,903 

17,172 

125,924 

Down. 

14,330 

1,808 

13,178 

17,030 

2,032 

161 

20 

513 

34,140 

4,160 

3,248 

623 

140 

107 

689 

422 

9,455 

15 

30,000 

74,615 

Dublin. 

30,870 

3,088 

2,296 

15,393 

415 

1,451 

460 

383 

20,398 

3,011 

2,731 

7 

118 

428 

ICO 

217 

7,878 

400 

10,855 

15,537 

Fermanagh. 

50.6G1 

8,121 

10,093 

20,000 

4,403 

806 

439 

616 

42,007 

7393 

15,030 

400 

107 

355 

200 

2,87] 

17,977 

26 

27,100 

83,010 

Galway. 

20,307 

0,739 

3,799 

20,3281 

0,201 

57 

136 

76 

34,687 

10,070 

7,930 

344 

03 

1,007 

134 

79 

20,282 

120 

30,869 

100,908 

Keny. 

14,907 

3,070 

20,080 

30,481 

2,728 

1,086 

91 

508 

00,027 

7,137 

7,088 

403 

160 

102 

402 

430 

10,388 

19 

36,024 

108,058 

Kildare. 

37,095 

5,246 

32,816 

29,090 

4,531 

851 

20 

2,188 

00,011 

14,475 

0,400 

090 

130 

499 

01S 

07 

22,815 

10 

28,088 

120,924 

Kilkenny. 

27,309 

8,200 

13,008 

20,089 

2,800 

1,748 

174 

534 

38,002 

0,681 

7,112 

731 

185 

180 

178 

553 

15,020 

35 

20,951 

81,574 

King's. 

27,300 

2,739 

830 

9,145 

228 

104 

323 

14 

10,709 

2,082 

1306 

33 

13 

220 

27 

33 

4,314 

37 

10,615 

25,075 

Leitrim. 

30,095 

0,008 

17,003 

33,001 : 

10,110 

009 

55 

200 

02,294 

0,002 

9,210 

1,300 

214 

400i 

377 

72 

21,290 

86 

43,691 

132,204 

limeriek. 

51,020 

3,804 

3,910 

38,228 

1,262 

121 

052 

7S2 

44,900 

9,201 

6,139 

no 

218 

117 

034 

190 

10,005 

4,378 

9,070 

75,579 

Londonderry. 

25,740 

1,830 

2,800 

10,372 

134 

697 

231 

49 

19,846 

1,007 

1,301 

71 

22 

81 

on 

47 

3,248 

27 

10,509 

33,080 

Longford. 

21,019 

1,387 

12,218 

16,400 

10,327 

109 

340 

^298 

41,814 

3,341 

0,401 

308 

204 

G7 

070 

108 

10,469 

59 

12,010 

G4,348 

Louth. 

38,703 

0,805 

2,189 

16,208 

3,646 

37 

201 

104 

22,000 

6,192 

4,100 

98 

41 

245 

on 

200 

11,000 

340 

10,382 

44,296 

Mayo. 

20,743 

4,020 

26,795 

57,078 

2,708 
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